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TO  THE  CHAIBMAN  AND  MEMBEES  OF  THE 
LOCAL  BOAED  OF  WEST  DEEBY. 


Gentlemen,—  I  have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  the 
Annual  Eeport  on  the  Health  of  your  District  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1893,  and  in  doing  so  will  give  the  Births  and 
Deaths  Statistics  first,  then  an  account  of  the  prevalence  of 
Infectious  Diseases  and  the  general  work  done,  which  account 
will  be  much  condensed,  otherwise  the  report  would  be  neither 
readable  nor  perhaps  interesting  because  of  frequent  repetition 
of  the  same  kind  of  work  done. 

Population. — The  estimated  population  for  the  year  was 
39,823,  and  the  total  number  of  births  registered  was  1,118,  of 
which  560  were  males  and  558  females  (a  wonderful  equality), 
and  giving  a  birth  rate  of  28-07  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  popu¬ 
lation.  The  births  in  1892  were  1,084,  and  the  birth  rate  27*7 
per  1,000.  The  birth  rate,  though  a  slight  increase  on  that  of 
1892,  is  still  below  the  average. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  District  for 
1893  was  658,  of  which  312  were  males  and  346  females,  and 
giving  a  death  rate  of  16*52  per  1,000  of  the  population.  Though 
this  is  an  increase  in  the  deaths  registered  in  1892,  when  there 
were  563  deaths  and  a  death  rate  of  14-4,  it  is  still  a  little  below 
the  average  death  rate  for  the  last  ten  years.  This  is  satisfactory, 
considering  that  during  the  year  the  District,  in  common  with  the 
whole  country,  has  suffered  from  epidemics  of  Fever,  Diarrhoea 
during  a  very  long  and  hot  summer,  and  Influenza  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 
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The  658  deaths  have  been  classified  in  the  following  six 
groups  of  years,  and  the  causes  of  death  are  given  in  Table  II.  at 
the  end  :  — 


MORTALITY  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  AT  SUBJOINED  AGES. 


Under  1 
Year. 

1  to  5 
Years. 

5  to  15 
Years. 

15  to  25 
Years. 

25  to  65 
Years. 

65  Years  and 
upwards. 

Total. 

162 

84 

17 

22 

230 

143 

658 

The  162  deaths  of  children  under  1  year  represents  a  per 
centage  of  24-62  of  the  total  deaths,  as  against  22*7  in  1892,  and 
the  infant  mortality  under  1  year  was  equal  to  144-9  per  1,000 
of  registered  births,  as  compared  with  118*08  in  1892.  This  is  a 
great  increase.  These  figures,  if  considered  with  the  causes  of 
death  shown  in  Table  II.  and  the  Tables  of  uncertified  deaths, 
emphasises  the  necessity  for  future  attention  and  investigation  as 
to  the  cause  of  infant  mortality.  Ordinary  Zymotic  disease 
(Diarrhoea  excepted)  cannot  be  credited  with  these  deaths,  because 
on  looking  at  these  Tables  there  is  ample  evidence  of  probable 
neglect  and  ignorance  in  rearing  these  little  ones.  Such  ill- 
defined  diseases  as  Marasmus  and  Inanition  alone  caused  35 
deaths,  or  a  fifth  of  the  whole  infant  deaths. 

What  stronger  evidence  could  there  be  of  the  sufferings  of 
these  little  mortals  caused  by  the  probable  cruel  neglect  and  bad 
management  of  their  parents,  amounting  to  criminality. 

A  more  careful  examination  of  these  infant  deaths  returns 
painfully  reveals  that  with  astonishingly  few  exceptions  these 
deaths  took  place  in  the  houses  of  the  poorest  of  the  District, 
several  being  the  children  of  domestic  servants  and  charwomen. 
Are  these  people  entirely  to  blame  ?  I  think  not.  Too  often 
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they  are  the  victims  of  circumstances  ;  they  are  poor,  ignorant, 
and  helpless  in  many  cases. 

There  is  much  need  for  more  attention  to  this  question,  not 
only  by  every  Local  Authority,  but  by  the  State,  and  for  registra¬ 
tion  not  to  be  made  too  easy.  Legislature  through  Local 
Authorities  may  and  can  do  much  to  stop  this  slaughter  of  these 
little  ones,  but  we  can  only  hope  for  proper  and  permanent  im¬ 
provement  by  educational  means,  and  when  those  who  have  it  in 
their  power  and  are  responsible  for  the  social  and  moral  well¬ 
being  of  the  people  give  more  attention  to  their  wants,  and  are 
more  successful  in  their  methods  of  dealing  with  them. 

The  largest  number  of  deaths  at  all  ages  took  place  in  July, 
when  there  were  76,  and  a  death  rate  of  22*5  per  1,000,  Diarrhoea 
causing  15,  Chest  Affections  13,  and  Tubercular  Diseases  6. 
June  had  the  next  highest  number,  viz.,  64,  and  a  death  rate  of 
19“5,  Diarrhoea  causing  9,  Respiratory  Diseases  8,  Tubercular 
Diseases  4.  The  lowest  number  of  deaths  took  place  in  April, 
when  there  were  39,  and  a  death  rate  of  11*9  per  1,000,  Diarrhoea 
causing  1,  Respiratory  Diseases  9,  and  Tubercular  Diseases  5. 

With  regard  to  these  658  deaths,  605  were  certified  by 
medical  men,  37  or  5-62  per  cent,  were  not  certified,  and  inquests 
were  held  on  16. 

Of  the  37  uncertified,  12  were  under  1  year  and  4  between  1 
year  and  5  years. 

Of  the  16  inquests,  3  were  under  2  years. 

The  following  Tables  give  the  full  particulars  of  uncertified 
deaths  and  inquests  during  the  year,  Natural  Causes  and  Con¬ 
vulsions  being  returned  as  the  most  frequent  cause  of  death, 


6 


DEATHS  NOT  CERTIFIED  BY  MEDICAL  PRACTITIONERS. 


Sex. 

Age. 

Supposed  Cause  of  Death. 

Female  . . 

7  days  . 

Convulsions. 

Female  . 

2  months  . 

Convulsions. 

Female  . . 

42  years  . 

Failure  of  Heart. 

Male . 

44  years  . 

Pneumonia. 

Male . . 

5  years  . 

Pneumonia. 

Male . 

41  years  . 

Natural  Causes. 

Male . 

7  months  . 

Convulsions. 

Female  . 

71  years  . 

Heart  Disease. 

Male . 

14  hours  . 

Premature  Birth. 

Male . 

8  hours  . 

Premature  Birth. 

Female  . 

3  years  . 

Convulsions. 

Female 

24  years  . 

Heart  Disease. 

Female  . 

54  years  . 

Apoplectic  Fit. 

T7Vm  nip.  . . 

1  month  ...... 

Natural  Causes,  Convulsions. 

Probably  Convulsions. 

Syncope. 

Fpma.lp  . 

1  hour  . 

Mn.l  p  . 

20  years  . 

Mo1fi  . 

57  years  . 

Natural  Causes,  Fit. 

M  al  o 

48  years  . 

Heart  Disease. 

Fpm  alp 

4  months  . 

Convulsions  and  Diarrhoea. 

Female  . 

13  months  . 

Probably  Diarrhoea. 

Tf'pm  n.l  p 

21  days  . 

Probably  Convulsions. 

Convulsions. 

Male . 

3  days  . 

Male  . .  . 

40  years  . 

Natural  Causes,  a  Fit. 

Female  . 

7  years  . 

Natural  Causes ;  probably  Syncope, 
brought  on  by  acute  Diarrhoea  and 
Vomiting. 

Male . . 

6  months  . 

Diarrhoea. 

Female  . 

10  hours  . 

Probably  Convulsions. 

17  pm  n.l  p 

38  years  . 

Bronchitis,  Weak  Heart. 

Fpm  nl  p 

42  years  . 

Syncope. 

Tf' pm  nl  p. 

80  years  . 

Bronchitis. 

l?pmn.l  p 

45  years  . 

Heart  Disease. 

MnJp 

76  years  . 

Natural  Causes. 

M  al  e . 

75  years  . 

Syncope. 

Fpm  nip 

3  years  . 

Natural  Causes. 

Female  . . 

1  year  . . 

Convulsions. 

Female  . 

52  years  . 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  and  Dropsy. 

Female  . 

1  year  . 

Probably  Bronchitis. 

Female  . 

66  years  . 

Syncope. 

7 


INQUESTS — 1893. 


Sex. 

Age. 

9 

Supposed  Cause  op  Death.  ; 

Female  . 

60  years 

Found  Dead  on  a  sofa,  Natural  Causes. 

Found  Dead  in  his  bedroom,  having 
Strangled  himself ,  Suicide,  Unsound 
Mind. 

Male . 

45  years  . 

Female  . 

82  years  . 

Fall  down  cellar  stairs,  Accident, 
Lived  a  few  hours. 

Male . 

18  years  . 

Injuries  received  by  being  Kicked 
while  getting  in  a  ’bus,  Accident. 

Male . 

20  months  . 

Drowned  by  Falling  into  a  pit  of 
water,  Accident,  Lived  a  few  mins. 

Male . 

53  years  . 

Found  Dead  in  a  stable,  Suffocated 
owing  to  stable  catching  fire,  Acci¬ 
dent. 

Male . 

22  years  . 

Found  Dead,  Carbolic  Acid  Poisoning, 
Suicide,  Unsound  Mind. 

Male . 

38  years  . 

Carbolic  Acid  Poisoning,  Suicide,  Un-  j 
sound  Mind. 

Male . 

62  years  . 

Found  Dead  in  bed,  Natural  Causes, 
Precise  cause  not  known. 

Male . 

63  years  . 

Accident,  Injuries  received  by  a  large  | 
gate  falling  on  him. 

Effects  of  Drinking  Carbolic  Acid, 

Female  . 

52  years  . 

Suicide,  Temporarily  Insane  owing  l 
to  intense  pain. 

Male . 

10  weeks . 

Found  Dead  in  bed  with  the  Mother,  | 
Cause  not  known. 

Male . 

About  1  month. 

Found  Drowned  in  lake,  How  got  in  j 
the  water  not  known. 

Female  . 

69  years  . 

Injuries  by  Falling,  Accident. 

Male . 

53  years  . 

Found  Dead  hanging  by  neck,  Suicide, 
Unsound  Mind. 

Female  . 

78  years  . 

Burns  through  clothes  catching  fire, 
Accident. 
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PEEYALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


During  the  year  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act 
was  adopted,  and  came  into  force  on  the  16th  February,  has  for 
the  first  year  worked  fairly  well,  and  has  been  the  means  of 
checking  the  spread  of  disease.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the 
need  for  Hospital  accommodation  was  very  keenly  felt,  and  had 
we  possessed  one  would,  I  know,  have  prevented  a  large  number 
of  cases  occurring  in  October  and  November  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
Typhoid  Fever,  and  Typhus  Fever.  The  latter  disease  being  very 
infectious  and  occurring  amongst  the  poorest  and  most  reckless 
class  of  people,  it  became  necessary,  as  we  were  not  able  to  get 
cases  taken  in  by  the  Liverpool  authorities,  to  look  out  for  further 
accommodation.  Every  effort  was  made  to  obtain  this,  and 
several  suitable  places  were  found,  but  the  owners  on  being  told 
the  object  at  once  refused,  although  the  Board  offered  to  put  the 
selected  place  in  perfect  order.  Even  two  large  places  which  are 
to  be  pulled  down  were  refused  for  the  purpose.  To  face  epidemics 
of  these  diseases  in  a  large  and  populous  district  without  means  of 
isolation  is  a  responsibility  and  a  danger  to  contend  with  which 
only  those  who  have  to  deal  with  them  know  how  difficult  is  the 
work.  Had  it  not  been  for  notification  and  constant  watchfulness 
the  Typhus  which  broke  out  in  Whiteford  Street  and  Celt  Street 
houses  (four)  would  certainly  have  spread  to  other  houses  and 
streets.  If  we  examine  the  Table  showing  the  prevalence  of 
infectious  diseases  and  the  Table  showing  the  deaths  from  the 
seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  we  may  fairly  conclude  that  the 
death  rates  from  these  diseases  must  have  been  kept  down  through 
the  influence  of  notification. 
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We  have  in  these  figures  strong  proof  of  the  necessity  of 
compulsory  notification,  even  where  there  is  practically  no  hospital 
accommodation. 

The  district  with  the  greatest  prevalence  of  infections  disease 
was  in  the  streets  between  West  Derby  and  Whitefield  Loads, 
and  next  to  that  came  Old  Swan  and  the  streets  round  it. 

The  houses  where  cases  were  notified  were  all  visited  as  often 
as  the  circumstances  demanded,  directions  given  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  disease,  the  sanitary  state  of  each  house  examined, 
defects  ordered  to  be  put  right,  and  at  the  end  of  the  illness  each 
house  disinfected  with  Liquid  Sulphur  Dioxide,  a  safe,  efficient, 
and  convenient  method,  and  all  bedding,  &c.,  removed  to  the 
Board’s  disinfecting  stove,  and  finally  the  house  cleaned  down. 


TABLE  I. 

TABLE  SHOWING  ALL  THE  KNOWN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1893. 


Before 
Notification 
came  into 
force. 

After  Compulsory  Notification  came  into  force. 
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Small  Pox . 

1 

2 

3 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

13 

4 

7 

21 

6 

14 

18 

32 

11 

25 

31 

34 

28 

1 

244 

29 

6 

69 

20 

1 

Diphtheria  . 

1 

1 

2 

3 

3 

4 

2 

7 

4 

1 

Membranous  Croup . 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Typhoid  Fever  . 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5 

7 

6 

3 

4 

11 

10 

9 

9 

Typhus  Fever . 

1 

10 

9 

Puerperal  Fever . 

1 

Erysipelas  . 

2 

2 

6 

7 

2 

2 

3 

7 

31 

Totals . 

16 

6 

9 

28 

17 

30 

34 

39 

19 

j  47 

53 

61 

39 

403 
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The  following  table  (showing  the  number  of  infectious  cases 
known  in  1892)  gives  further  interest  to  the  prevalence  of  infec¬ 
tious  diseases,  and  shows  the  great  necessity  of  having  compulsory 
notification. 


HOSPITAL  POE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES, 
Mill  Lane,  Old  Swan. 


An  examination  of  the  prevalence  of  infectious  diseases 
returns  should  prove  to  those  who  have  hitherto  been  opposed  to 
providing  an  Infectious  Hospital  how  urgently  it  is  required. 
The  Board  are  therefore  to  be  congratulated  on  the  near  comple¬ 
tion  of  an  institution  which  should  have  been  built  years  ago. 

A  necessary  and  useful  adjunct  to  the  Hospital  would  be  a 
quarantine  station,  which  could  be  used  during  a  quarantine 
period  or  during  the  disinfection  of  a  whole  house.  When  it  has 
been  necessary  to  disinfect  all  the  rooms  of  a  house,  it  has  been 
done  with  difficulty,  much  inconvenience,  and  some  danger  to  the 
public.  Such  a  building  would,  therefore,  appear  to  be  a  necessity. 
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DEATHS  FEOM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 


The  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  caused  75  deaths,  being 
16  more  than  in  1892,  and  giving  an  annual  rate  of  1*88  per  1,000 
for  1893  as  compared  with  1*51  in  1892. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases 
during  the  last  five  years,  and  the  death  rates  : — 


Diseases. 

1889. 

1890. 

1891. 

1892. 

1893. 

Small  Pox . 

Measles . 

4 

40 

16 

13 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

15 

32 

9 

7 

7 

Diphtheria  . . 

6 

6 

2 

5 

5 

Whooping  Cough  . 

11 

12 

10 

11 

9 

Fever . . . 

1 

3 

10 

7 

11 

Diarrhoea  . 

20 

17 

13 

16 

42 

Total  Deaths  ... 

57 

110 

60 

59 

75 

Death  rate  per  1,000  ... 

4 

1-54 

2-95 

1*56 

1*51 

1-88 

From  the  foregoing  Table  it  would  appear  that  there  were 
few  cases  of  Measles,  and  that  with  an  estimated  increase  of  popu¬ 
lation  of  782,  the  same  number  of  deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever 
and  Diphtheria  took  place  as  was  the  case  in  1892.  Fever,  i.e., 
Typhoid  and  Typhus,  caused  4  more  deaths,  and  Diarrhoea  nearly 
three  times  more  than  took  place  in  1892. 
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The  following  Table  shows  how  the  District  compares  with 
the  County  and  other  Sanitary  Districts  in  1892.  The  year  1893, 
which  is  subjoined,  shows  a  slight  increase  on  the  general  Zymotic 
rate,  due  to  a  heavy  Diarrhoea  mortality  and  a  small  increase  in 
the  Pever  rate. 


DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000. 

Seven  principal 
Zymotic 
Diseases. 

Small  Pox. 

Measles. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Fever. 

Diarrhoea. 

1892. 

County  of  Lancaster  ... 

1-74 

0-03 

0-26 

0-25 

0-12 

0-45 

0-20 

039 

Urban  Sanitary- 

Districts... 

1-86 

0-04 

0-29 

0-26 

0*12 

0-47 

0*21 

0-43 

Rural  Sanitary- 

Districts... 

1T6 

•006 

0T2 

0*20 

0T3 

034 

0*14 

0-20 

England  and  Wales  ... 

1-90 

•01 

0-44 

0T9 

0T9 

042 

0T4 

0-48 

Local  Board  of  West 

Derby... 

1*51 

Dths. 

.  •  • 

0-33 

0T79 

0*20 

0-28 

0-17 

0  40 

1893. 

Local  Board  of  West 

Derby... 

* 

1-88 

•  •  • 

0  025 

0T75 

0T2 

0-22 

0-27 

1*05 

SMALL  POX. 

During  the  year  there  were  3  cases,  and  occurring  at 
different  times  and  in  different  parts  of  the  District,  showed  that 
there  was  no  connection  with  each  other.  One  was  at  at  a  milk- 
house,  and  was  at  once  removed  to  hospital,  the  place  closed  and 
thoroughly  disinfected  and  cleaned.  Two  of  these  cases  were 
contracted  by  visiting  in  a  district  where  the  disease  existed,  but 
the  third  did  not  know  where  the  disease  was  caught. 
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MEASLES. 

There  was  only  one  death,  due  to  this  disease  as  compared 
with  13  last  year,  the  death  rate  being  -025  per  1,000.  It  would 
appear  from  this  that  the  disease  was  not  prevalent,  and  that 
what  did  exist  was  of  a  mild  type.  This  death  rate  is  the  lowest 
recorded  since  1877.  We  may  at  no  very  distant  date  expect  a 
recurrence  of  the  disease.  It  is,  therefore,  earnestly  hoped  that 
the  Public  and  School  Authorities  will  promptly  isolate  and  stop 
attending  school  all  children  showing  any  signs  of  the  disease, 
and  exercise  proper  precautions  till  the  recovery  is  complete.  If 
this  is  done,  not  only  will  the  spread  of  the  disease  and  mortality 
due  to  it  be  kept  low,  but  many  children  will  be  prevented  from 
contracting  permanent  respiratory  diseases. 

SCAELET  EEYEE. 

During  the  year  there  were  7  deaths  caused  by  Scarlet  Eever, 
and  giving  a  death  rate  of  T75  as  compared  with  -179  per  1,000 
in  1892.  Had  it  not  been  for  compulsory  notification 
this  disease  would  have  been  more  extensive  throughout  the 
district,  and  the  number  of  deaths  very  much  larger,  perhaps  a 
repetition  of  1889  or  1890,  when  there  were  15  and  32  deaths  res¬ 
pectively.  I  am  also  of  opinion  that  with  hospital  accommodation 
there  would  not  have  been  so  many  cases  during  the  year,  as 
there  were  many  houses  where  the  disease  spread  through 
families  where  it  was  impossible  to  isolate  properly,  or  where 
there  was  no  attempt  at  isolation.  Another  cause  of  the  spread 
of  the  disease  is  the  mixing  of  healthy  children  from  infected 
houses  with  those  from  houses  where  no  Fever  existed.  Yisiting 
of  friends  also  helps  largely  amongst  the  poor  to  spread  the 
disease.  Compulsory  notification  and  early  removal  to  hospital 
should  permanently  reduce  the  prevalence  and  mortality  due  to 
this  disease.  School  Managers  could  do  much  to  aid  Sanitary 
Authorities  in  preventing  the  spread  of  this  disease  by  insisting  on 
a  Doctor’s  certificate,  along  with  a  certificate  of  disinfection  from 
the  Sanitary  Authority  being  produced  as  to  complete  recovery  be¬ 
fore  any  child  is  allowed  to  return  to  school  from  an  infected  house. 
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DIPHTHERIA. 

Diphtheria  caused  5  deaths,  the  death  rate  being  *12  as  com¬ 
pared  with  *20  in  1892.  The  need  for  proper  isolation  and  nurs¬ 
ing  in  this  disease  was  shown  in  one  family  where  5  cases  (not 
deaths)  occurred,  and  where  there  was  an  interval  of  seven  days 
between  the  first  and  second  cases,  so  that  had  the  first  been  re¬ 
moved  there  would  probably  not  have  been  any  more  cases, 
because  there  was  no  defect  inside  the  house,  and  outside  the  only 
fault  was  a  badly-paved  yard.  In  nearly  all  of  the  other  houses 
where  the  disease  existed  defects  were  found,  such  as  dirty  yards, 
damp  houses,  drains  stopped,  privies  too  near  the  house,  defective 
soil  pipes,  and  down  spouts  discharging  direct  into  the  drains 
terminating  below  bedroom  windows. 

TYPHOID  FEVER. 

This  disease  caused  9  deaths,  the  death  rate  being  0*22  as 
against  6  deaths  and  a  death  rate  of  0*15  in  1892.  Three  of 
these  were  without  doubt  cases  which  were  imported  into  the  dis¬ 
trict.  Another  death  was  in  a  house  where  there  was  a  privy 
with  a  very  deep  and  badly-constructed  midden  near  the  house. 
Two  other  deaths  were  in  houses  where  drain  defects  were  found 
and  soil  pipes  not  properly  ventilated.  With  regard  to  the  non- 
fatal  cases,  some  of  them  were  contracted  outside  the  district, 
several  no  cause  could  be  ascertained,  but  in  others  drain  defects 
were  found  or  privies  too  near  the  house.  In  one  house  where  there 
were  5  cases  there  were  no  drain  defects  found,  and  the  house,  a 
small  one,  was  kept  in  good  order  ;  the  second  case  being  notified 
exactly  15  days  after  the  first,  the  third  case  13  days  after  the  second. 
Immediate  removal  to  hospital  of  Typhoid  cases  from  small 
houses  should  always  be  the  rule. 

TYPHUS  FEVER 

There  were  2  deaths  in  the  district  due  to  this  disease,  which 
gives  a  death  rate  of  (M)5  per  1,000  as  compared  with  1  death  in 
1892.  The  first  case  was  in  Lowndes  Road,  and  was  first  heard 
of  on  the  10th  Sept.,  and  at  once  removed  to  hospital,  and  no 
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further  cases  arose  from  this  one.  There  were  no  other  cases 
known  in  the  district,  but  the  man  had  been  working  in  another 
part.  The  nest  cases  notified  were  in  Whiteford  Street,  in 
another  part  of  the  district,  on  the  16th  Oct.,  and  were  removed 
to  the  Liverpool  Hospital.  Others  followed  in  a  few  days,  but  as 
we  were  unable  to  get  them  into  hospital  they  were  kept  at  their 
houses,  and  as  much  care  exercised  as  possible  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  the  disease  from  the  infected  houses.  Fortunately  this 
was  so,  and  the  last  case  notified  for  the  year  in  the  district  was 
on  the  22nd  Nov.  Though  there  were  no  fresh  cases  notified,  yet 
the  disease  continued  in  the  affected  houses  till  the  end  of  the 
year.  It  was  in  connection  with  these  cases  that  fruitless  attempts 
were  made  to  get  temporary  hospital  accommodation.  The  Lowndes 
Boad  case,  I  have  no  doubt,  was  imported  into  the  district; 
the  outbreak  in  Whiteford  Street,  I  was  informed,  was  due  to  the 
people  visiting  some  friends  in  Liverpool  where  the  disease  was, 
and  was  further  propagated  in  the  Whiteford  Street  locality  by 
several  of  these  families  visiting  each  other.  The  people  and  the 
houses  where  the  disease  prevailed  were  of  the  filthiest  description. 
Much  time  was  devoted  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  myself 
to  get  them  to  clean  and  ventilate  their  houses,  but  I  fear  with 
little  permanent  success.  The  Surveyor  was  good  enough,  at  my 
request,  to  carry  out  special  sweeping  and  flushing  of  the  passages 
and  back  yards.  The  only  way  to  successfully  deal  with  this  class 
of  people  is  immediate  removal  to  hospital  of  the  sick,  and  to  place 
in  quarantine  those  who  are  well.  So  long  as  they  are  able  to  go 
about  they  are  beyond  any  control,  and  visit  amongst  their  friends 
and  neighbours,  spreading  the  disease. 

DIABBHGEA. 

Diarrhoea  caused  42  deaths,  being  equal  to  a  death  rate  of 
1*05  per  1,000,  a  great  increase  on  the  numbers  for  1892,  when 
there  were  16  deaths  and  a  death  rate  of  0-40  per  1,000.  Of 
these  42  deaths  9  took  place  in  June,  15  in  July,  8  in  August,  and 
5  in  September,  all  showing  that  a  very  extensive  epidemic  pre¬ 
vailed,  and  due,  no  doubt,  to  bad  feeding,  along  with  the  long 
continued  dry  and  hot  weather.  More  than  half  of  these  deaths 
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were  children  under  1  year,  and  8  were  between  1  year  and  5  years 
of  age.  A  glance  at  the  Table  of  uncertified  deaths  will  show  that 
Diarrhoea  had  to  do  with  4  of  them.  Such  a  heavy  death  rate 
would  not  occur  if  more  care  was  exercised  in  feeding  young 
infants,  and  greater  cleanliness  observed  about  their  dwellings. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

This  disease  caused  9  deaths,  and  giving  a  death  rate  of  0*22 
per  1,000,  as  compared  with  11  deaths  in  1892  and  a  death  rate  of 
0*28  per  1,000.  The  deaths  took  place  in  February,  April,  May, 
June,  and  August,  the  secondary  causes  of  death  being  convul¬ 
sions  and  chest  complications. 

MEMBEANOUS  CEOUP. 

This  disease  caused  4  deaths,  being  equal  to  a  death  rate  of 
0*10.  In  1892  there  was  1  death. 

INFLUENZA. 

This  disease  caused  8  deaths,  being  equal  to  a  death  rate  of 
0*20  per  1,000.  In  1892  there  were  11  deaths,  and  in  1891  there 
were  24  deaths.  I  think  it  probable  that  it  will  in  1894  be  still 
less  fatal. 


Date. 

Sex. 

Age. 

Position. 

Disease. 

November. 

Male . 

19  m’s. 

Son  of  a  Labourer . 

Epidemic  Influenza,  60 
hours. 

December. 

Male . 

76  y’rs. 

Eetired  Grocer  . 

Influenza,  6  days  ;  Pneu¬ 
monia,  2  days. 

>> 

Female... 

34  y’rs. 

Wife  of  a  Civil  Engi¬ 
neer . 

Influenza,  Pneumonia. 

>> 

Female . . . 

54  y’rs. 

Wife  of  a  Mechanical 
Engineer  . 

Influenza  and  Broncho- 
Pneumonia. 

>> 

Female... 

77  y’rs. 

Wife  of  a  Hemp  Broker 

Epidemic  Influenza,  13 
days. 

>> 

Female... 

43  y’rs. 

Wife  of  a  Cattle  Sales¬ 
man . 

Influenza,  Debility,  Syn¬ 
cope. 

>> 

Female... 

47  y’rs. 

Wife  of  a  Cabinet 
Maker . 

Influenza,  Congestion  of 
Luugs. 

>> 

Male . 

79  y’rs. 

Master  Mariner  . 

Influenza,  Bronchitis. 
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PHTHISIS. 

Phthisis  caused  40  deaths,  and  a  death  rate  of  1*0  per  1,000. 
In  1892  there  were  34  deaths,  and  a  death  rate  of  0*87  per  1,000. 
Of  these  40  deaths  32  were  in  those  whose  ages  were  between  25 
and  65  years. 

EESPIEATOEY  DISEASES  other  than  Phthisis. 

(. Bronchitis ,  Pneumonia ,  Pleurisy.) 

These  diseases  caused  131  deaths,  being  equal  to  a  death  rate 
of  3*28  per  1,000.  This  is  an  increase  when  compared  with 
1892,  when  there  were  110  deaths  and  a  death  rate  of  2*81  per 
1,000.  Table  II.  shows  particulars  as  to  age  and  disease  of  these 
131  deaths. 

EHEUMATISM. 

Eheumatism  caused  5  deaths,  being  equal  to  a  death  rate  of 
0-12  per  1,000.  In  1892  there  were  10  deaths. 

OANCEE. 

Cancer  caused  17  deaths,  being  equal  to  a  death  rate  of  0’42 
per  1,000.  In  1892  there  were  23  deaths. 


Bakehouses. — These  have  been  inspected,  and  many  notices 
served  to  clean  and  limewash  them.  Generally  speaking,  they 
have  all  been  kept  in  better  order,  although  from  the  unsuitable 
positions  of  some  of  them  this  is  a  matter  of  difficulty.  Last  year, 
in  my  Eeport,  I  spoke  against  the  use  of  cellars  as  bakehouses : 
another  year’s  experience  confirms  this  opinion.  The  cellar  of 
any  shop  seems  too  frequently  to  be  thought  suitable  for  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  baking  ordinary  bread  or  confectionery,  and  forthwith  an 
oven  is  fitted  up.  While  it  may  be  true  that  the  heat  of  the  oven 
may  sterilize  its  contents,  this  does  not  keep  the  bread  from  con¬ 
tamination  when  it  is  taken  out  of  the  oven  if  that  bakehouse  is 
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in  a  dark  and  dirty  cellar.  Another  drawback  is,  that  in  the 
absence  of  any  compulsory  registration  there  is  no  certainty  of 
knowing  all  of  these  places  in  a  large  district ;  it  is  therefore  very 
necessary  that  legislative  measures  should  be  carried  through 
which  will  regulate  the  situation  and  construction  of  all  bake¬ 
houses,  and  also  require  registration  with  the  Local  Authority 
before  establishing  a  business  of  this  kind. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — These  have  all  been  inspected, 
reported  on,  and  notices  served  where  necessary  either  to  lime- 
wash  or  repair  the  buildings  and  improve  ventilation.  In  the 
majority  of  cases  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  take  the  tem¬ 
perature  of  the  building,  which  was  done  by  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances  and  myself ;  but  mention  need  only  be  made  of  3 
cases  where  the  thermometers  recorded  80°  and  over  during  the 
cold  frosty  weather  in  February.  Although  proceedings  were 
necessary  in  some  cases,  a  little  persuasion  in  most  instances 
obtained  an  improvement  in  existing  buildings  and  the  approval 
of  your  Board  of  plans  for  2  new  and  properly-constructed  cow¬ 
sheds.  Local  opposition  to  the  erection  of  a  cowshed  has  so  far 
prevented  one  of  these  buildings  being  erected,  but  the  other  plan 
has  been  carried  out,  and  a  large,  airy,  and  well-built  shippon 
has  replaced  one  of  the  worst  buildings  in  the  district.  There 
are  still  some  more  of  these  places  which,  either  from  bad  con¬ 
struction  or  unsuitability  of  situation,  should  be  done  away  with, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  the  present  owners  will  give  the  matter  early 
attention.  For  the  year  1893,  generally  speaking,  there  has 
been  an  improvement  in  the  way  the  cowsheds  of  the  district  are 
kept,  but  there  is  still  much  need  for  greater  attention  to  clean¬ 
liness,  lighting,  ventilation,  and  proper  mode  of  heating. 
Complaints  are  common  that  the  cows  are  constantly  “  catching 
cold  or  getting  ill,”  which  is  due  chiefly,  if  not  entirely,  to  over¬ 
crowding  and  its  evil  effects.  A  healthy  milk  supply  can  only 
be  obtained  by  placing  healthy  cows  in  large,  well-ventilated, 
well-constructed  and,  when  necessary,  artificially-heated  build¬ 
ings.  To  crowd  these  animals  together  in  order  to  keep  them 
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warm,  and  close  up  all  means  of  ventilation,  is  cruel,  and  simply 
courting  diseases,  which  through  the  milk  has  a  far-reaching  and 
bad  effect  on  the  public  health.  The  question  is  a  national  one, 
and  should  receive  more  attention. 

Pig  Keeping. — Pig  keeping  still  continues  a  trouble  in  the 
district,  and  during  the  year  many  pigs  have  been  ordered  to  be 
removed.  They  should  not  be  allowed  under  any  circumstances 
in  urban  places. 

Slaughter  Houses. — These  have  frequently  been  inspected, 
and  notices  served  to  repair  and  limewash  most  of  them.  Private 
slaughter  houses  should  be  entirely  done  away  with. 

Offensive  Trades. — Bone  boiling  still  continues  in  two 
places  (in  1892  there  were  three  of  these  working).  Action  was 
taken  against  the  owners  of  these  places  to  compel  them  to  repair 
the  buildings  and  to  adopt  the  best  means  possible  to  prevent 
a  nuisance  arising  from  the  business.  Since  then  the  improve¬ 
ment  has  been  very  marked.  The  owner  of  two  places  now 
carries  on  his  business  in  one  building,  which  has  been  recon¬ 
structed  and  greatly  improved.  Proceedings  were  also  taken  against 
a  fish-skin  cleaner,  near  Breckside  Park,  who  had  established  the 
business  without  the  sanction  of  the  Board.  A  conviction  was 
obtained,  and  the  business  removed.  Storing  of  benzoline  at  a 
fellmonger’s  has  also  been  under  consideration,  and  regulations 
as  to  quantity  and  mode  of  storing  it  have  been  submitted  for  the 
Board’s  approval. 

Conversion  of  Privies  into  Water  Closets. — This  work 
has  again  had  much  attention,  and  341  have  been  converted 
into  water  closets  with  very  little  opposition.  Those  who  oppose 
the  conversions  do  so  either  from  financial  motives  or, 
strange  to  say  in  these  days,  from  a  want  of  knowledge  of  the 
dangers  to  health  arising  from  accumulations  of  filth,  especially 
feculent,  which  are  allowed  to  be  near  dwelling  houses.  Not 
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one  of  these  privies  and  middens  so  converted,  either  last  year 
or  this,  was  properly  constructed,  or  properly  used,  and  as 
they  are  invariably  attached  to  a  class  of  property  where  they  are 
never  properly  used,  they  should  at  once  be  removed  as  a  great 
danger  to  health.  After  conversion,  the  improvement  in  the 
odour  of  the  district  is  very  marked. 

Flushing  and  Cleansing  oe  Sewers  and  House  Drains.— 
Under  the  careful  supervision  of  the  Surveyor,  this  work  has 
been  carried  on  at  a  cost  of  about  £500,  and  proves  invalu¬ 
able  in  cleansing  the  drains  and  as  a  means  of  finding  out 
leakages  and  stoppages.  In  addition  to  the  flushing,  manual 
labour  is  constantly  used  to  remove  deposits  where  flushing  is  not 
sufficient  to  clear  them.  Another  useful  work  has  been  the 
erection  of  several  large  sewer-ventilating  shafts  in  streets  where 
bad  smells  have  been  complained  of. 

Removal  of  Ash-Pit  and  other  kinds  of  Refuse. — During 
the  year  the  objectionable  practice  of  using  tips  for  the  refuse  of 
the  district  has  come  to  a  very  desirable  end,  and  none  too  soon. 
The  refuse  is  now  consumed  by  a  Destructor,  and  although  at 
the  end  of  the  year  it  had  been  working  about  three  months 
there  had  not  been  the  slightest  nuisance  from  it,  and  no  com¬ 
plaint  against  it.  All  that  is  now  required  to  perfect  the  sanitary 
disposal  of  the  refuse  is  to  do  away  with  ash  pits,  and  daily  to 
collect  all  the  refuse  throughout  the  district,  and  cart  it  direct  to 
the  Destructor.  This  would  be  cleaner,  healthier,  and  probably 
cheaper,  and  if  the  heat  of  the  Destructor  were  used  for  other 
puposes,  including  electric  lighting,  this  would  be  a  boon  to  the 
district,  and  also  help  to  keep  down  the  cost  of  working. 

Paving  of  Back  Passages. — These  passages  have  in  former 
years  either  not  been  paved  or  were  only  paved  with  boulder 
pavement,  and  as  a  consequence  they  could  not  be  kept  in  a  clean 
and  healthy  state.  It  is,  therefore,  very  satisfactory  that  for 
some  time  past  a  large  number  of  passages  have  been  paved  with 
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Haslingden  setts,  and  in  the  interests  of  the  public  I  cannot  too 
strongly  commend  this  as  a  much-needed  improvement,  and  at 
the  same  time  I  would  urge  the  Board  to  go  on  improving  these 
passages  and  streets  with  proper  pavement  as  an  invaluable 
means  toward  the  cleanliness  and  healthiness  of  the  district. 
All  hack  passages,  especially  connected  with  small  class  of 
property,  should  he  so  constructed  that  they  could  be  perfectly 
swept  and,  if  necessary,  flushed  clean  with  water. 

Water  Supply. — Last  year’s  Beport  stated  that  the  only 
part  of  the  district  without  a  proper  water  supply  was  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Carr  Lane  and  Newhall  Lane.  I  am  glad  to 
say  that  the  Liverpool  Corporation  are  laying  pipes,  and  very 
early  in  1894  the  whole  district  will  have  a  perfect  supply  of 
water. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act. — The  County  Police  take  proceedings 
under  this  Act,  and  the  County  Superintendent  at  Old  Swan  has 
kindly  informed  me  that  for  the  year  27  samples  were  taken,  and 
the  analysis  showed  14  genuine,  6  genuine  or  passable,  and  7 
adulterated.  In  the  latter  cases  the  vendors  were  proceeded  against 
under  clause  6,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  and  were  all  convicted. 

Inspection  of  the  District. — The  method  followed  has 
been  to  visit  all  houses  where  infectious  diseases  were  notified 
from,  and  examine  the  whole  sanitary  arrangements  of  the 
house.  In  addition  to  this,  as  time  has  permitted,  house  to  house 
inspections  have  been  carried  out,  and  a  large  number  of  defects 
required  to  be  put  right,  and  several  reported  as  unfit  for  human 
habitation.  The  defects  usually  found  have  been  foul  pan 
closets,  soil  pipes  not  properly  ventilated,  pipes  with  bad  joints, 
and  in  some  cases  defective  drainage,  which  has  been  reconstructed. 
By  this  system  the  whole  district  has  been  constantly  looked  to,  and 
much  valuable  work  done.  The  Beport  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuis¬ 
ances,  which  is  appended,  will  show  a  very  large  increase  of  the 
work  done  in  1893  when  compared  with  1892.  In  connection  with 
this  I  desire  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  working  of  the  In¬ 
fectious  Diseases  Notification  Act,  and  the  great  increase  in  the 
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disinfecting  work  during  the  year  as  compared  with  1892  : — 

1892.  1893. 

Number  of  Houses  Disinfected  .  74  239 

Total  Number  of  Beds,  Articles  of  Clothing,  &c.,  Disinfected  ...  2,606  5,096 

All  this  work  necessitating  a  corresponding  increase  in  the 
number  of  visits  paid  to  these  houses  and  notices  served  to  clean 
them.  There  was  a  total  increase  of  notices  to  abate  various 
nuisances  of  242,  and  an  increase  of  33  in  the  summonses  served. 
From  these  few  details  it  is  very  evident  that  there  has  been 
such  a  permanent  and  real  increase  in  the  work  that  it  is  quite 
impossible  for  one  Inspector,  with  his  Assistant,  to  go  on  keep¬ 
ing  the  work  well  in  hand.  An  increase  in  the  staff  is  very 
much  needed  in  order  to  perfect  the  working  of  the  Sanitary 
department.  In  making  this  recommendation  I  wish  it  clearly 
to  be  understood  that  I  cast  not  the  slightest  reflection  on  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances,  but  on  the  contrary  I  cannot  too  highly 
speak  of  his  energy  and  zeal  in  the  great  amount  of  work  with 
which  he  has  to  cope. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


RICHARD  I.  RICHARDSON. 
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INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES’  REPORT. 


TO  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


Public  Offices, 

2nd  January ,  189If. 

Sir, 

The  following  is  a  report  of  the  work  carried  out  by  me,  and 
under  my  supervision,  during  the  year  1893. 

Notices  Served. — During  the  year  1,291  notices  have  been 
served  on  owners  and  161  upon  occupiers  to  abate  nuisances,  to 
cleanse  houses  after  infectious  diseases,  to  cleanse  slaughter¬ 
houses,  shippons,  and  dairies,  and  for  other  sanitary  matters. 
The  total  number  of  notices  served  was  1,452,  an  increase  of  242 
on  the  number  served  in  1892. 

Summonses. — During  the  year  97  summonses  have  been 
taken  out  for  the  following  offences : — Breach  of  bye-laws,  2 ; 
various  nuisances,  20;  offensive  trades,  3;  disobeying  magistrates’ 
orders,  3  ;  chimnies  on  fire,  69.  These  figures  show  an  increase 
of  33  summonses  over  those  taken  out  in  1892.  In  all  the  above 
cases  convictions  were  obtained,  and  penalties  and  costs  were 
inflicted,  or  magistrates’  orders,  with  costs  (as  the  circumstances 
required),  were  made  upon  the  defendants. 

Disinfecting.  —  Owing  to  the  compulsory  notification  of 
infectious  diseases  coming  into  force  in  this  district  a  very  large 
increase  of  work  in  the  disinfecting  department  over  that  of  1892 
has  been  carried  out.  239  houses  have  been  disinfected,  and  the 
following  articles  have  been  removed  and  disinfected  at  the 
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Board’s  stoves,  viz. : — 241  beds,  542  mattresses,  1,950  pieces  of 
bedding,  2,763  pieces  of  wearing  apparel  and  other  articles, 
making  a  total  of  5,906.  Disinfecting  has  also  been  carried  out 
for  tbe  Wavertree  and  Huyton  Local  Boards,  these  Boards  pay¬ 
ing  the  expenses  incurred. 

Common  Lodging  Houses  and  Sub-Let  Houses.  —  The 
number  of  these  houses  occupied  as  such  remains  about  the  same 
as  in  1892,  viz.,  13  common  lodging  houses  and  about  150  sub¬ 
let  houses.  These  houses  have  been  inspected  by  me  as  often  as 
opportunities  presented  themselves.  The  common  lodging  houses 
have  been  limewashed  twice,  and  the  sub-let  houses  once,  dur¬ 
ing  the  year,  this  being  in  accordance  with  the  bye-laws. 

Removal  of  Ashes  and  Nightsoil. — During  the  year  I  have 
received  2,838  notices  to  empty  middens  and  ashpits.  These 
were  attended  to,  and  14,072  middens  and  ashpits  were  emptied 
without  notice,  making  a  total  of  16,910.  9,933  loads  of  ashpit 

refuse,  and  373  loads  of  shop  and  trade  refuse  were  removed. 

341  privies  have  been  converted  into  water  closets,  and 
there  are  now  689  middens  and  4,645  ashpits  in  the  district. 

Removal  of  Trade  and  Shop  Refuse. — The  practice  of 
removing  trade  and  shop  refuse,  as  started  several  years  ago,  is 
still  carried  on.  This  work  is  done  by  sending  a  cart  round  the 
district  four  times  a  week,  calling  at  the  various  shops,  and  tak¬ 
ing  away  all  refuse  from  the  shopkeepers. 

Slaughter  Houses. — At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there 
were  five  registered  slaughter  houses  in  the  district  being  used 
as  such,  but  during  the  year  the  tenant  of  premises  in  Mab 
Lane  (on  which  was  a  registered  slaughter  house)  left,  and  the 
place  is  not  now  being  used.  The  slaughter  houses  have  been 
regularly  inspected,  and  cleansed  and  limewashed  in  accordance 
with  the  byelaws. 
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The  Ambulance. — The  ambulance  carriage  has  been  fre¬ 
quently  used  for  the  purpose  of  removing  persons  suffering 
from  infectious  diseases  from  the  West  Derby  and  Wavertree 
Local  Board  Districts  to  the  infectious  diseases  hospital. 

The  Mortuary. — During’  the  year  five  dead  bodies  have 
been  found  in  various  parts  of  the  district,  and  removed  to  the 
Board’s  mortuary  in  Green  Lane  to  await  the  Coroner’s  inquest. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies.  —  The  number  of  shippons  and 
dairies  in  the  district  remain  practically  the  same  as  in  1892. 
The  improvements  reported  in  1892  still  continue,  and  it  is 
gratifying  to  report  that  in  no  case  has  legal  proceedings  been 
necessary.  There  has  been  no  outbreak  of  Pluro-Pneumonia  or 
any  epidemic  among  cows  kept  in  the  district  during  the  year. 

Inspection  of  the  District. — The  system  of  house  to  house 
inspection  of  the  smaller  houses  and  cottage  property  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  has  been  carried  on  by  me  as  far  as  possible  during  the 
year,  and  these  inspections  have  been  the  means  of  discovering  a 
great  many  nuisances  which  would  otherwise  have  been  allowed 
to  remain.  Many  of  the  nuisances  were  entirely  due  to  the  care¬ 
lessness  and  dirty  habits  of  the  tenants  of  the  houses,  and  it  is 
only  by  these  systematic  inspections  referred  to  that  the  district 
can  be  kept  in  anything  like  a  sanitary  condition.  In  the  course 
of  these  inspections,  and  also  inspections  at  the  request  of 
occupiers  of  houses,  I  have  made  4,234  visits,  and  have  dis¬ 
covered  1,031  nuisances,  all  of  which  have  been  abated,  either 
by  owners  or  occupiers,  as  the  cases  required ;  and  it  is  satis¬ 
factory  to  report  that  with  very  few  exceptions  the  work  has  been 
done  without  resorting  to  extreme  measures. 


GEORGE  WATSON, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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